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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


AN ADDRESS; 


DELIVERED BEFORE THE “CHARLESTOWN BEREAN 
Soctety,” AT THEIR FIRST MEETING, BY Rev. C, 
GARDNER. 


It has fallen to my lot, respected friends, to address 
you on this occasion:—and in performing. the part as- 
signed me, I shall propose as a suitable topic for con- 
sideration, the importance of religious inquiry.—Every 
thing that has a tendency to accelerate the advance- 
ment of divine truths, to diffuse liberal principles, and 
impart religious instruction, must be considered, by 


every christian and philanthropist, worthy of serious | 


attention, and deliberate examination. It must be an 
object of sufficient magnitude and importance, to call 
into action all the energies, and best feelings, of the 
human heart : and stimulate to increased exertion eve- 
ry individual, who feels an interest in advancing the 
cause of moral virtue, and human happiness. Such 
being the case, we feel assured that our remarks wil! 
have a patient hearing, a candid examination, and, we 
hope, a suitable impression on every mind. 

In order that we may learn the importance of relig- 
ious inquiry, let us consider the glorious and sublime 
truths, which. as we believe, are inculcated in the 
scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. Consider 
too, the happy consequences resulting from them on 
the human mind:—And then consider how few there 
are, in comparison, that have been brought to a know 
ledge of them, and felt their effects. Many of you, ! 
doubt not, can look back on the days that are past. 
and remember the time when you were ignorant of the 
divine plan, which provides for the salvation of man- 
kind, through the mediation of Jesus ;—and, if you 
can, contrast your present feelings with what they 
werethen. Recollect what was the effect of that doc- 
trine on your minds, which promised eternal life and 
salvation, only toa few: and then endeavor to realize 
the happiness which your present belief imparts. And 
if you can apprehend the difference, as | doubt not 
you can, you will perceive the importance of exerting 


yourselves in the cause you have espoused. You|, 


must know, by your own experience, that you cannot 
confer on any man a greater favour,’ than to bring him 
out of darkness into the light of divine truth. In com- 
parison with this, what are the riches, the preferments, 
the honours, and the pleasures, of this world! Place 
man in whatever situation you please; give him “ ev- 
ery thing that his eyes desire,” and let him “fare 
sumptuously every day,’ but if you withhold from 
him the ‘*one thing needful,” faith in the unbound- 
ed, impartial goodness of God, be must and will be 
wretched. Inthat moment, when reason urges him 
to turn his reflections within, and he complies, he will 
find a space, which sensual enjoyments can never fill : 
and be convinced that ‘* all else beneath the sun,” 
but trnth and virtue, is ** vanity and vex‘tion of 
spirit.” 

If this be the fact, then, how important it is, that 
suitable means be put in requisition, to lead the minds 
of those that are wandering in darkness and error, into 
the ‘true light,” reflected from the ‘Sun of Righte- 
ousness,” and to a *“*knowledge of the truth.” The 
doctrine we believe and inculcate, requires the use of 
wel}-directed means, in order to build it up, and estab- 
lish itin the world. Its nature and principles are such, 


AS TT 


‘vestigation. 


duty? 





however, that it does not require its advocates to de- 
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ecend to little artifices, and secret management, for its 
support. Every thing that it requires, may be done 
openly, fairly, and fearlessly. It discountenances eve 

ry attempt of its professors, to build themselves up on 
the ruin of others: and attaches no importance to insu- 
lated texts of scripture. It must stand, if it stands at 
all, on the broad basis, and permanent foundation of 
eternal truth ; supporte?, on every sidé, by the imma- 
table word of God. It must be built up, not on hay, 
wood and stubble, but on the “etre foundation,” of 
which, Christ is the *tcorner stone.” It will then 
stand, in proud defianco, amidst the conflicting ele- 
ments of this world, the storms of passion, and the fu- 
rious biasts of anti-christian zeal. 

In order then to build up the cause of liberal chris- 
tianity, the cause we have espoused, we must “search 
the scriptures :” encourage a free and spirited inquiry 
into religious subjects ; and eficit truth by mutual in- 
It is a well known fact, that many great 
and important truths have been discovered, by an open, 
fearless, and unreserved investigation of theological 
subjects. Indeed, this has been the cause of all the 
light that has sprung up in the world, and all the die- 
coveries that have been made in the science of theolo- 
zy, since the age of papal darkness. It is in conse- 
quence of this, that we are now permitted to acknowl- 
edge our disbeiief of, and unite in putting down, those 
doctrines which, in our apprehension, represent ‘the 
Deity in an unfavorable, odious light. It is also from 
this cause, that we can, asa body of professed chris- 
tians, sit down under our own vine and fig-tree, wor- 
shipping the Father of our spirits, agreeably to the dic 
tates of our consciences, and there are none to molest 
us, or make us afraid. Surely then, the importance of 
religious inquiry cannot be doubted! 

And when we consider the immense worth of those 
doctrines, so far as we have learned them, which are 
tanght in the scriptures, we have a stil] more sincere 
conviction of the importance of religious inquiry. Re- 
ligious truths, when obtained, we hold inviolably sa- 
cred; but we cannot get possession of them, without 
the use of proper means. We must search for them. 
It is therefore an object of the first and greatest impor- 
tance with us, to exert ourselves in their develope- 
ment and defence. We consider them so vast, so val- 
uable, and so interesting, that nothing could tempt us 
to forego the pleasure of searching for, so that we may 
obtain them. 

But, in order to be successful in our inquiries for re- 
ligious, or indeed for any other truths, it is indispensa- 
bly necessary for us to be convinced that there are 
truths yet to be discovered. It would bea very un- 
favorable prepossession, and tend to defeat the object 
we would accomplish, if we should be possessed of a 
firm conviction, that we have reached a ne plus-ultra of 
the christian faith,and that we understand all the truths 
contained in the divinerecord. A firm persuasion that 
we can receive instruction, and discover new ideas, is 
a necessary and essevtial. step towards obtaining 
them. 

It may be true that we have obtained clearer views 
of the divine character, and brighter evidences of his 
unlimited goodness, than some of our christian breth 
ren :—but, what then? Must we stop where we now 
are, and make no further inquiries? Must we believe 
that we have found out every truth, and learned every 
Were this the case, what should we do more. 
or believe more, than others? More than Luther, or 
Calvin, or Arminius?) They did much towards effect- 


ing a reformation, we all admit ; but, after ages have 
found that they left much undone. And should we 
stop now—where we are—we fear that generations 
yet onborn might say the same of us. It is therefore 
indispensably wecessary that we s:iould advance—ad- 
vance, even “till we all come to the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the son of God, upto a per- 
fect man, unto the measure of the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ :*"—And if we hold correct opinions, we 
need not fear as to their final prevalencé and triumph. 


‘It is as certain that they will finally prevail and tri- 


umph, as it is, that truth is stronger than error. 

If it should be asked, where correct opinions may be 
obtained? we would answer—in the divine record.— 
And if it should be asked, how they may be obtained ? 
we would answer— by “searching the scriplures daily.” 
We would not ask the religious inquirer to rest salisfi- 
ed, though he may have read volumes and volumes of 
comments, until he has examined, for himself, the sa- 
cred scriptures. We would not ask him4qgive his 
assent to any doctriné, however much venerated it 
may be for its antiquity, or supported by prescription, 
until he has tested it by the “law and the testimony.” 
It is said—and to théir everlasting honor too—of the 
Bereans, that they “‘were more noble than those of 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, 
whether these things’*— which they had heard—‘‘were 
so.” And if we would imitate them, and gain that 
honorable distinction to which they were entitled, we 
must never rest satisfied with what this, or that man 
says, unless he speak such traths as are found in the 
divine record. We must in all cases, appeal to that - 
\nd by its decision we must abide. “If any man 
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.” 

It is however, important to remark, that religious in- 
quiry, like every thing else, should be conducted in a 
prudent and proper manner. Regard to time and 
place is extremely necessary. We should not enter 
upon a work of such magnitude and importance, has- 
tily and untimely. Christians, of all denominations, 
concur with us on this particular. But, we are oblig- 
ed to dissent from them, when they tell us—ifthe doc- 
trine we advocate be true, it is not now a proper time, 
logive it publicity. If the time has not yet arrived 
when truth may be proclaimed and inculcated with 
safety, tell me, for heaven's sake, when will it arrive ? 
Has not the world long enough been over run with 
error, and enveloped in darkness? Have not supersti- 
tion and bigotry Jong enoogh held mankind in bondage 
—in mental slavery? Have not enough innocent men, 
women and children, fallen victims to the christians 
moloch? Has not the earth drank enough of the blood 
of christian and infidel warriors? Have not the de- 
structive feuds long enough existed between Catholics 
and Protestants? Has not the imagined purity of the 
church long enough been defended, by the united ex- 
ertions of fire and sword? Has not the heart of sensi- 
bility loog enough wept over scenes of human anguish ; 
and been torn in contemplating the imaginary evils of 
another world? Yes—oh, yes. The time has come— 
it now is—-when a new era should commence : and 
truth, reason, and religion should successfully contend 
against error, ignorance, and fanaticism. The time 
‘fas indeed come: and we hail the auspicious period 
with rapture. We congratulate ourselves on the 
Ntiappy prospect before us; and after ages shall re- 
‘joice to behold light, truth, and freedom, universally 





prevail. 
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It is vain to suppose that such puerile-objections wilt 
have any weight in the mindsof candid, intelligent 
men. If the doctrine is true, let it be publicly pro- 
claimed: and if it be not true, free inquiry. and candid 
discussion, will silence its advocates. It must be 
brought to this test——by this test it must be tried—and 
we are willing to abide by the result. We wish to de- 
_ceive no man, in matters of religion; nor do we wish 
to be deceived ourselves. 

The present age is peculiarly propitious to religious 
inquiry. Every man is seeking for truth, professedly ; 

‘and every man, we doubt not, will eventually find it. 
In past ages it was pot so. Turn back the historic page, 
and you will observe a wonderful propensity in man, 
to retard the progress of religious inquiry ;—but, you 
will observe too, thank heaven, a few fearless spirits. 

urged on by a love of religious freedom, overleaping 
the bounds of common prudence, to fan the kindling 
flame ; so that it might, at some future day, set the 
world on fire. When once a love of religious liberty, 
(which invariably leads to free inquiry,) gets pos- 
session of the mind, it will indeed display itself in a 
wonderful manner. If it cannot exert its influence in 
the land of its nativity, it will even carry its possessor 
across a wide waste of waters, and dwell in a land of 
solitude and danger. It will there deposit its holy 
spark ; and even if that spark should be smothered for 
a while, by the unholy fiat of oppression, it wiil grow 
the more impatient by restraint, and intense by long 
confinement ;—so that, when it shall burst from its 
confines, as it certainly will, sooner or later, the world 
may well gaze in wonder and admiration, on its rapid 
spread to the four corners of the earth, and its increas 
ing splendor, as it rises to mingle with its pure origina), 
in heaven. 

The spirit of inquiry has already gone forth, as did 
the dove trom the window of the ark, and will not re- 
turn, till it can bring with it the olive branch of uni- 
versal peace. It will go forth “conquering and to con- 
quer,” till it shall prevail against every thing that is 
opposed to liberty and truth. It will ‘“toverturn, and 
overturn, and overturn,’ the ‘strong holds” of civil 
and ecclesiastical domination, until HE shall come, 
whose right it is to rule in the minds of men, and sway 
the mild sceptre of peace over the intelligent crea- 
tion. 

One word more, particularly addressed to those that 
may lend us their assistance, and favor us with the re- 
sult of their inquiries, and we have done. The So- 
viety, for whom I speak this evening, proposes for its 
object, the investigation of scripture truths; the diffu- 
sion of moral & religious information; & the extension 
of liberal christianity, And in accomplishing this ob- 

ject, it is not to be expected—it cannot be expected— 
that all will think, or speak alike: that every one 
will hold the same opinions ;—nor do we think that 
such a thing would be desirable, were it possible. We 

‘anticipate a diversity of opinions; but, whether they 
be original or selected, whether brought here in one’s 

‘own language or in another’s, we hope and expect to 
bear them expressed in a tone of conciliation and chris- 
tian forbearance. We hope never to hear, in this 
place, the voice of aspersion, bitter invectives, or il- 
liberal sarcasms. Yet we would wish to hear every 
opinion stated with clearness ; and in forcible language. 
And this may be done without wounding the most ten- 
der mind, or offending the most delicate one. Let the 
truth be spoken in plainness and simplicity. It re- 
quires no external decorations. It appears the most 
lovely and attractive, when dressed in its simplest at-’ 
tire. It is like ‘*true loveliness :” 

** When unadorn’d adorn’d the most,’°— 

It need only to be advanced in its native purity, to be! 
admired and received by all who are seeking for it. 

Let it be added, for our encouragement, while we. 
are in pursuit of religious truths, that the Saviour has; 
declared——“‘seek, and ye shall find.” And let it be 
remembered also, that he has said—“‘If ye continue in 





my word, then are ye my disciples ipdeed ;--and ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
froe.” ~ tet this encourage us to diligence and perse- 
verance. Let it awaken in usa spirit of inquiry ; and 
let it arouse us to a determination, that we will know, 
for ourselves, ‘what is truth,” and what is not! 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


SPRAGUEF’S SERMON, 
ON THE SUICIDE OF LEONARD, @F SPRINGFIELD. 


Spring field, (Ms.) February 18th, 1826. 

Rev. Sir,--Your brethren, believing in like precious 
faith with yourself, send youa copy of the Sermon 
preached by the Rev. Wm. B. Sprague of West-Spring- 
field, at the funeral of Samuel Leonard and Wife.-~ 
Mrs. Leonard was murdered by her husband, who im- 
mediately killed himself; all which the Sermon repre- 
sents as the natural effect of his having embraced Uni- 
versalism. 

Mr. Leonard’s shop-mates, who have worked with 


boarded, assert that they never heard him say that he 
believed in Universalism ; but he has been repeatedly 
heard to say that he should make away with himself, 
and that when dead there would be an end of him,— 
He took the Religious Inquirer for the first two years 
of that paper, and then discontinued. 

Those here believing in the universal and unchang- 
ing love of God to his children, are reproached by eve- 
ry Calvinist and Methodist, with the horrid affair of 
Leonard. If you think proper to make any remarks, 
we shall be glad toreceive them. We send youa 
list of a number of Calvinists who have committed 
suicide : 

Rev. J. Leonard, minister of Woodstock, Con. and 
Chaplain to Gen. Washington, by cutting his throat 
with a razor. 

John Cadwell, Sheriff of Worcester, by jumping into 
a well. 

Phinehas Moody of Somers, killed his wife, t wo child- 
ren and himself, by cutting their throats with a shoe- 
knife. 

Mrs. Abigail Bedwell of Hebron, Con. aunt to W. 
B. Sprague, hung herself witha skein of yarn. 

Deacon Hall of Ellingtov, hung himself with a 
bridle. 

J. How of Sturbridge and David Curtis, hung them- 
selves with a rope. 

Jonathan Kantfield of Belcher, cut his throat with a 
jack-knife. 

Ethan Drake of Belcher hung himself. 

Dr. Samuel Guild, or Glell, [perhaps] of Amhert 
run himself through with his own sword. 

John Dickenson of Granby, Ms. hung himself. 

Deacon Chafey of Ashford, Con. Westford parish. 

Asher Bartlett of Springfield. 

Ebenezer Tucker, of Springfield. 

Benjamin H , of W. Springfield, hung him- 
self. , 

Widow Sabra Scott of Palmer, hung berself. 

J. Hancock of Enfield, Con. hung himself: and a 
number more that might be méntioned. 

All the -above-named were Calvinists, and, except 
one, were known to the writer. 

Yours in the faith, 
Rev. Hosea Ballou. 

N. B. Owing to some mistakes in the manuscript, 
we find great difficulty in decyphering the names of 
individuals and towns. One vame we cannot read, 
and may have mistaken several others. —L£diiors. 


EpmuND ALLEN. 


f—__— ___] 
REPLY TO THE FOREGOING. 


Dear Sir,—I do most sincerely sympathise with you 
and the rest of our brethren in the faith of Universal 
Salvation, who reside in your vicinity, on account of 
the wicked devices, which bigotry, combised with 





malice has invented against the truth, & because of the 


} 


him for fifteen years, and also the people where he | 


deadly sitinders whieb clerical hy criey is most busy 
po 


in dealing out against such as profess to believe the 


truth as it is revealed in the Saviour of the world. But, 


Sir, these deplorable instances of perverseness, by dis- 
covering to us the spirit which works in these children 
of disobedience, are to us a confirmation of the doc- 
'trine which they so zealously persecute ; for so did the 
priests, the scribes and the pharisees, with the whole 


|estate ofthe Jewish elders, persecute him, who gave 


| himself a ransom: for all men, who, by the grace of 


| God, tasted death for every man ; and not being satis- 
fied with saying all manner of evil against his disciples, 
/imbrued their bands in their blood, as they had in the 
“blood of their divine master. Yes, verily, whoever, 
‘with a candid heart anda deserning eye, wil] examine 
}the Sermon, which you sent me, will clearly discover 
‘the spirit of enmity and persecation in the preacher, 
| as well as contradictious in his arguments. With the 
,subtility of the serpent, the preacher embraced the 
!solemn occasion, on which his sermon was delivered, 
‘to vent his envenomed spleen against a doctrine, (o 
which he cannot, with any hope of success, oppose the 
If he had the least 
| confidence in his own horrible doctrine of endless pun- 
lishment, if he believed he could fairly maintain it by 
| scripture authority, if he honestly believed he could 
‘disprove Universalism by the law and the testimony, 
he never would have resorted to those most dubious 
|means which are employed in the Sermon. No, on 
\that occasion, he would have said, within himself, 
| there is no need of suggesting, that this poor fellow- 
mortal, who, perhaps, in the wildness of insanity, has 
'takei; the life of his companion and his own was led 
‘to do this horrible deed because he wasa Universalist, 
‘because the divine testimony furnishes ample proof 
' against that doctrine. But not only was the preacher 
sensible that his cause needed support from the frail- 
ties of disordered nature, and the gloom which suicide 
| diffuses in the minds of the multitude, but was also so 
‘inordinately greedy to lay hold of the occasion, that he 


| committed the very folly which his text charges on the 


; 
| 


'sacred oracles of divine truth. 


| wicked. He snared himself in the work of his own 
hands! What is his argument? Answer; Because a 


Universalist bas taken the life of his wife and his own, 
\therefore Universalism is false, and leads to murder 
land suicide. Now suppose this argument is allowed ; 
what follows? Answer; The doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment is false, and leads te murder and suicide, be- 
cause it is certain that many who believe it take 
their own lives and the lives of their nearest cou- 
nexions. 

But you inform me, that those who have been ac- 
quainted with Mr. Leonard, who have labored with 
him for fifteen years, never heard him profess to bea 
Universalist, and yet the Rev. l’reacher has repre- 
sented that he was! . 

My dear friend, when we find the clergy engaged in 


the work of scandall and falsehood, let us not be dis- 


mayed; it is a business which they have faithfully fol- 
lewed, for ages, as history, both profane and ecclesias- 
tical fully proves. The doctrine of endless, unmerci- 
ful punishment has been united with every species of 
deception, as well as with all the haggard shapes of 
barbarity which the fruitful inventions of the clergy 
could possibly contrive, from the commencement of 
papal domination to the present day; and it is now 
one of those means, on which great dependance is 
placed, to attract the attention of the populace to some 
few trifling things, as constituting the immense aggre- 
gate of sin, so as to keep people’s eyes from being di- 
rected to the huge mountains of clerical iniquity, and 
ecclesiastical abominations. Ifa man, because he en- 


joys no comfort from hearing a minister represent our 
heavenly Father as the most cruel tyrant, pursuing his 
defenceless subjects with relentless vengeance, stay at 
home on the Sabbath, aod read the New-J'estament of 
Jesus Christ, be is called profain and regardless of the 





Sabbath. Ifa man call in question the absurd dogmas 
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of orthodoxy, he is said to be abandoned to vice. If 
one who does not belong to an orthodox church, unfor- 
tunately becomes deranged, and madly destroys his 
own life, he is immediately reported to have been a 
Universalist, and the people are all warned to beware 
ef that soul-destroying beresy. But if an orthodox. 
minister hayg himself or cut his own throat; or if his 
deacon or any of his church commit this deed, a sigh 
and a tear are his passport to Abraham’s bosom! Such 


duplicity and such hypocrisy are the constant practice | 


of those advocates of unmerciful punishment. 


If the clergy were willing to direct our eyes to be-. 


hold abomination, in its abundance, they would say 
but alittle about those vices, which are mostly confin- 
ed to individuals, or felt only in slight inconveniences 
of a mere personal character; but they woulc, with 
honest hands, and sincere hearts, raise up the mitre 
from Rev. heads, they would loosen the sacerdotal 


vestments, which have covered a multitude of sins,. 


and they would walk with a solemn step to the pro- 
faned altars of God, and exclaim, here is the abomina- 


tion which maketh desolate! And turning to the pa-. 


ges of history they would say, here are registered the 
long catalogues of our crimes. Then giving us a fair 
account of more than fifty millions of protestants, who 
-have suffered death by the instigation of the clergy, 
who believed in this darling doctrine of endless punish- 
ment, would proceed to give a true and just account 
ofthe murders which a protestant clergy, who believ- 
ed the same doctrine, have committed on each other, 
and their respective votaries. Our Calvinistic minis- 
ters would acknowledge, that they, inheriting the 
spirit of their leader, who burned Servetus, have, in 
this country, honored their cause hy the murder of 
honest quakers! And then they would tell us, that they 
take no blame to themselves for letting eitherQuaker cr 
Universalists live in the world, for they have lost the 
powerto preventit. But now, having lost such power, 
they would make us believe, that if they had lived in 
the days of their fathers they would not have done 
those wicked things. Thus they acknowledge that 
they are the children o those who murdered, and they 


will not fail to do al) in their power to fill up the meas- | 


ure of their iniquities. 

That Mr. Sprague is one of the blind, whose employ- 
meut is to lead the blind, every one, who will exercise 
common sense, in reading his Sermon, may easily dis- 
cover. See, as a sample of his blindness what he says 


on page 21. ‘Does any one say, that the wicked. 


have their punishment in the present life? I answer, 
that this does not relieve the difficulty ; for the righte 
ous suffer here, as truly as the wicked ; and some times 
they are even the greater sufferers... What is the evi- 
dent meaning of the above? Answer; it means that 
righteousness and suffering are more connected in this 
world than wickedness and suffering are. This is, no 
doubt, what the preacher meant his hearers should 
receive as truth. IJjivine inspiration informs us, that 
‘‘wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness and all her 
paths are peace,” but that, “‘the way of transgressors 
is hard.» Not only does the preacher’s statement a- 
bove, contradict both scripture and experience, but it 
is a contradiction of his own statement on page 26, 
where he says; **God has established an indissoluble 
connection between sin and punishment.” The evi- 
dent meaning of this statement is, that it is impossible 
for men to sin and avoid the punishment due to their 
crimes. The connection between sin and punishment 
cannot be dissdl ved by repentance nor by regeneration. 
Then the fact which the preacher here supports is, 
that those sinners, who become saints, and heirs of 
salvation, do in fact receive the punishment of their 
sins in the present life. Thus, afler endeavoring to 
maintain that sin is not punished in’ this life, he has 
turned directly round, and contends that itis not only 
punished here, but punished here to its full extent! 
On his 19th page, Mr. Sprague contends that if there 
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blood, be your character whit it may, confers upon 
you the highest favor; and the sbedding of his blood, 
by the hand of justice, instead of being a punishment, 
is a premium upon murder.» Let this argument be 
laid before this preacher as it relates to his own doc- 
trine. It then says, if you are one of the elect and are 
regenerated, the man who sheds your blood confers 
upon you the highest favor ; and ifhe be one of the elect 
| and is regenerated, the shedding of his blood, by the 
jhand of justice instead of being a punishment, is a 





|premium upon murder. While it is known, that the 
orthodox clergy hold that there is no punishment or 
‘sufferiog for the elect hereafter, the foregoing argu- 
‘ment must be allowed to apply as justly to their doc- 
trine, as to the doctrine of no hereafter punishment for 
‘any. But this subject may be varied so as to discover 
the absurdity of orthodoxy ina still more glaring as- 
pect. Suppose then that Mr. Leonard’s wife had not 
been regenerated, but that he himself had. ‘Then the 
facts are thus; leonard sent his wile to endless perdi- 
tion and himself to endless glory and joy! Or suppose 
again, that Leonard, when be murdered his wile and 
sent her to perdition was not a regenerated man; and 
suppose that in his attempt to destroy his own life, he 
had given himself a mortal wound, but survived this 
fatal act one week. In this time he had sent for par- 
sou Sprague, as a spiritual physician, had humbled 
himself and obtained his prayers for pardon ; and final- 
ly should have given this god/y minister assurance that 
he firmly believed that the greatest part of the human 
family would be forever miserable in the eternal 
world, to which state he, no doubt, had been the 
means of sending his wife, what would this painted 
hypocrite bave done? He would have put on his 
longest face ; and on the solemn occasion of the funer- 
al of the wretched wife, he would have laid before 
the people the truly awful condition of one, who in a 
state of nature, is harried into eternity, and would 
have warned them to get religion early, that thereby 
such a dreadful calamity might be avoided. But 
when he attended the funeral of the penitent murderer, 
how would he have magnified the riches of that grace, 
(the belief of eternal damnation) which had snatched 
/such a brand from everlasting burning! By following 
tnis subject only one step further, we may see, that 
according to orthodoxy, this murder committed on the 
wife, by the husband, and on the husband, by himsel, 
as in the last case considered, might not only have 
been the means of sending the wife to everlasting de- 
struction, but the means also of awakening and bring- 
| ing the murderer to that repentance, without which he 
_ would have been lost forever. So that the murder,in this 
_ case, would havebeen the means ofLeonard’s everlasting 
salvation! Such is the amount of this preacher’s rea- 
; soning, and he ought to know its relation to his own 
creed. Weare informed, in the New Testament, that, 
with an intention to destroy the infant Jesus, Herod 
caused to be put to death all the children in Bethle 

bein from two years old and under; and, according to 
Mr. Sprague’s statement, this was the greatest favor 
which that tyrant could have conferred on those ebild. 
ren, allowing that they were not consigned to torment in 
the future world! Why do not Calvinists practice on 
| this principle, and whenever they succeed in convert- 
|ing a sinner, immediately put him to death, as the 
i greatest favor which they can confer, as they do not 
, believe that such are liable to punishment hereafter? 
Will they say, God has commanded us not to kill ?— 
But why should God forbid our conferring the greatest 
favors? 

On page 22, the preacher says; “It has not been 
my purpose, on this occasion, to attempt a formal re- 
futation of the doctrine (Universal Salvation) of which 
[ have been speaking: my only desiga has been, 
briefly to illustrate its tendency, by showing you that 
it sweeps away every barrier to crime, and when re- 
duced to practice, forms a thoroughly depraved charac- 

















be no punishmeat hereafter, ‘tthe man who sheds your | 


ter.” Here it is evident, that the preacher means, 








that there is no barrier to crime but the fear of endless 
punishment. How completely he has verified his text; 
“The wicked is snared in the work of his own hands.”” 
This poor blind guide, in his zeal against the truth, in- 
forms the world, that nothing but the fear of endless 
punishment keeps him from the commission of every 
| possible crime! And by passing only to the next 
‘page, we find him, in effect, saying, that if he were 
not afraid of endless punishment, he would not “shrink 
from yielding himself a victim to the irregular and 
criminal impulse of passion ;”° that he would “give no- 
tice to his friends around him, that he had embraced a 
‘creed, which will whiten into virtue the blackest 
,crimes; and which makes it a matter of expediency 
with him, whether he shall suffer them to live unmo- 
_lested, or with an assassin’s hand, wicld against them 
“the weapons of death ; and that “the should feel re- 
_conciled to the thought of falling into the hauds of the 
living God, through bis own murderous instrumentali- 
ty.”? Now if this, our bewildered brother, had studied 
ever so long to represent himself in a most odious char- 
| acter, could he have better finished his work ? It seems. 
proper to ask him, if he can review his sermon without 
‘betraying the blush of shame, especially as be must 
‘have known tbat an aunt of his came to her end, as 
he represents he would come to his, if he were not 
kept from it by the fear of endless punishment! 

Asif the preacher could not remember his own 
statements, he seems to make them im direct opposi- 
tion one to another. On pages 19, 20, he says, ‘*l ac- 
knowledge, indeed, that the fear of punishment is not 
the immediate spring of christian obedience ; the grand 
principle, which swells the heart, and sways the con- 
‘duct of the christian, is the love of God.” How then 
is the fear of punishment the only barrier to crime ? 

Had this heavenly principle been active in this 
preacher’s heart, at the time he composed his sermon, 
no doubt, in place of consigning his deceased brother 
to a state of endless torment; be would have cast his 
eye towards that brilliant star, which hath arisen on 
the ocean of eternity, and dipping his pen in that foun- 
tain which is opened for the remission of sins, would 
have found rest on the pinions of hope. ‘But he that 
loveth not his brother abideth in darkness, and know- 
eth not whither he goeth.” 

You will perceive, my christian brother, that some 
expressions, which have dropped from my pen, strong- 
ly indicate, that | view the author of the sermon you 
sent me, and the clergy‘in general, with whom he is 








| persecuted our Saviour and his disciples. | While thie 
\is the honest conviction of my heart, and perfectly 
known to him who searches it,] know not why I should 
withhold from them a character and language which 
our divine master knew were duly appropriate. But 
| feel it to be my duty to disclaim all feelings of ani- 
mosity towards the clergy, as a body, or towards even 
an individual of them ; for | have no quarrel with flesh 
jand blood, nor would I indulge the use of a carna! 
) Weapon against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

You suggest, dear Sir, that the Calvinists aud Meth- 
odists are disposed to reproach you, making use of the 
death of Leonard and Mr. Sprague’s Sermon as wea- 
pons suited to their warfare. Let them reproach and 
revile ; but remember the divine direction, **See that 
none render evil for evil unto any man ; but ever fol- 
tow that which is good, both among yourselves, aud to 
all men.’? They will confound themselves and weak- 
en their own wicked cause, verifying the preacher's 
text; **The wicked is snared iu the work of his own 
hands.” 


Yours in the faith and patieuce of the gospel of 





Christ. HoskA BAaLior, 
To Mr. Epmunp ALLEN. 








To Readers,—The tribute tothe memory of the Rev 
William Vidler, (misprinted W idler) in our last, wa: 


‘from. the Moath!y Repository. 


connected, of a character similar to that of those who. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


ANECDOTE. 


Several years since, a gentleman by the name of L. 
removed from Massachusetts to New-York. He be- 


came, sometime after his removal thither a professor of }’ 


the Universalist Doctrine. After this had taken place, 
he visited a neighboring town, and attended the Uni- 
versalist Association. A pious orthodox Deacon from 
a distance, and, with whom Mr. L. had had some ac- 
quaintance, accidentally happening at the same time, 
in the same place, and finding Mr. L. there on:such a 
dangerous business, was so much concerned and affect- 
ed at the circumstance, that after they had both re 
turned home, he actually performed a journey of thirty 
miles, to see Mr. L. and to expostulate with him, on 
his heretical, and dangerous belief. Being kindly re 
ceived by his friend, and disclosing the object of his 
mission, a friendly conference ensued, and after sever- 
al hours’ investigation, it appeared that the principal 
difference between them, was, that Mr. L. believed a 
doctrine true, that the Deacon earnestly prayed might 
be so. 

The conference having ended, without effecting Mr. 
L.’s conversion, he invited the Deacon to examine a 
Universalist Hymn Book. This he did, and was high- 
ly pleased with its contents. Mr. L. then informed 
him, he had a Universalist Bible. Here his curiosity 
was excited, and he requested Mr. L. to read some 
passages from it. He accordingly took it down, and 
having read a considerable number of passages from it, 
asked the Deacon’s opinion of it. The reply was, 
Your Hymn Book, | like very well; your Bible, I do 
not like at all; and I advise you to lay it aside. Mr. 
L.’s gravity could hold out no longer, and, not to of- 
fend the good man, he left the room. After he 
had gone out, the Deacon asked Mrs. L. how long 
they had had that pernicious book in the house, and 
where it came from. Judge his confusion, and 
astovishment, when told it was a good old family 
Bible, given her at her marriage, by her pious father, 
many years ago. Amicus. 





EFFECTS OF A VISIONARY RELIGION ON THE 
PIOUS COWPER’S MIND. 


“The progress of his malady was natural. Solong 
as the state of his bodily health produced light and hap- 
py sensations, his conversation was followed by expe- 
riences fall of comfort. But strength of mind was con- 
sumed, never to be regained, in a vain attempt to keep 
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vp this spiritual revelry. Vhe stimulous, which at 

first was found sufficient to produce the desired effect, 

required to be augmented as the novelty wore off, and 

the imagination got jaded. Then a strife and agony 

of spirit became more and more necessary to produce 

the feelings of inspiration. Even these resources at 
last failed. If the illustration be allowable, the bril- 
liant light, the ravishing music, and the exquisite 
perfume could stimulate no longer. This excessive 
and prolonged excitement was followed by disease of 
the body, and exhaustion of mind ; the spirits of the 

poor visionary sank, and his religious comforts ceased 
altogether. Then became apparent another, alas! an 
endaring evil consequence of his previous extacies. 
Ilis mind, long habituated to consider them as pledges 
of God's especial favor,and of his own election and 
call to salvation, whenthey were withdrawn, or, to 
speak more correctly, when a state of strong excite- 
ment was succeeded by exhaustion, considered itself 
rejected of God, fallen from grace, and given up to a 
reprobate spirit. From this time to the day of his 
death, the deep gloom of settled despair hung over him, 
and he was haunted with pining regrets after spiri- 
tual blessings which he believed himself to have en- 
joyed, accompanied with convictions that they were 
never to be restered, and with a soul-withering horror 
of eternal damnation.” Quarterly Review. 





Died in this City, on the 1st inst. Mrs. Hannah 
Ware, consort of the late Capt. Timothy Ware, aged 


old man earnestly warve bis dear ogg Boyne | can find but one instance in the gospel where any one 
| was required to tall down before another.—The devil 
| that ais address might be proclaimed by every herald requested our blessed Saviour to fall down and worship 
| him. 
| quired to do this, to answer get thee behind me, Sutan, 
j would be a less aggravated sin than to comply with 
)the demand. 
MY BELOVED BRETHREN,—It is more than forty |those who fall into this great and awful error? The 


years since | was placed as a watchman on the walis| young, the ignorant, women and children of strong 
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LINES ON WINTER. 


Rude boreas lays his icy chains, 
And circles nature round: 

How cold and dreary are the plains, 
Late with green foliage crown’d, 


The orb of day. withdraws his beams, 
His hight and heat depart : 

And sorrowing, lifeless nature seems, 
An emblem of our heart. 


When inward mental winter reigns, 
In sable vestments clad ; 

Embrac’d with cold, with mental chains, 
How melancholy sad! 


Come back, thou rolling orb, and bring 
Thy life-restoring ray ; 

My wintry mind shall then be spring— 
My darkness flee away. 


Father of lights, thy rays display, 
All sorrowing hearts restore ; 

Direct them to the seats of day, 
Where coldness frowns no more. 


Then, when life’s winter-glass has run, 
And we are call from days; 

We then shall meet Jehovah’s Son, 
And chant his loving praise. 


Angelic state ! serene abode! 
Where spring immortal reigns, 
And perfect joy, and smiles of God, 

Fill all the blissful plains. 


Tither my sou! in spirit soar, 
And catch a spark divine ; 
Thew backward come and lodge it here, 
In this cold heart of mine. 
E. H. R*#*, 








From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
REV. JOSEPH THAXTER. 


[We are pleased in presenting our readers with the. 
following article from the pen of the Rev. JosrPu 
THAXTER, of Edgartown, Mass. addressed to the peo- 
ple of his charge, on the 19th of April, 1822, on occa- 
sion of a religious excitement in that place among the 
Methodists and Baptists; and published at the request 
of his friends. This Mr. Thaxter is the remarkable 
divine, whose tremulous voice ascended to tho Throne 
of Mercy, on the 17th June last, at the famous celebra- 
tion, for laying the corner stqne of the Bunker Hill 
Monument. He is a man of ardent piety, and has done 
much in wianing soulsto Christ. But he boldly testi- 
fies against that senselesss and clamorous religion, 
which exists only in the disturbed passions of sinful be- 
ings. As with a voice issuing from the tomb, the good 
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SO 


Did the Apos- 


trate themselves or knee) before him? 
tles ever do this ?—No, far from it. 

Prostration was a mark of respect paid by the East- 
ern nations to their great men, but was never required 
by Christ or his Apostles from any man. When Cop- 
nelius was directed by a vision to send for Peter, he 
expected some great man ; and when Peter came, he 
prostrated himself before him according to the Eastern 
custom. But what did Peter do? He did not call 
‘upon Cornelius or any one to fall down before him. 
_The very mode of expression carries in it the utmost 
abhorrence of the practice. ‘Stand up said he ; I my- 
selfalsoam aman.’ Before a fellow creature you are 
not to prostrate yourself. 

The angel said unto John, Write blessed are they 
that are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb ; 
these are the true sayings of God. And John fell at 
his feet to worship him, and the angel said unto bim, 
see thou do it not ; 1 am thy fellow servant and of thy 
brethren that have kept the testimony of God ; wor- 
ship God. Rev. 19thchap. 10thv. If St. John was 
hot permitted to fall down before an angel of God, 
how cav a weak, fallable mortal inthe exercise of his 
reason Call upon the young and inexperienced to kneel 
before him? In Rev. xxii. *, 9, it is said, and 
John saw these things and heard them. And when I 
had heard and seen, | fell down to worship before the 
feet of the angel which showed me these things. Then 
said he unto me, see thoudo ii not ; for | am thy fellow 
servant, and of thy bretbren the prophets, and ofthe m 
that read the sayings of this book ; worship God. 

The glorious appearance of the heavenly messenger 
and the glories of heaven so overpowered the reason 
of the blessed apostle, that without consideration, he 
prostrated himself before the angel ; but before he had 
time to speak, he received the rebuke, see thou do tt not. 

Infamed passion overpowers reason and banishes 
frum the mind the idea of the omnipresent and omnis- 
cient God. In this situation, it is impossible that 
there can be the least awe or reverence of the great 
Jehovah in the mind. My brethren, can such prostra- 
tion be pleasing to God? Is there either precept or 
example in the gospel to justify it? Remember, God 
is jealous of his own honor, and will not hold him guilt- 
less who pays homage to creatures. Should any one 
be so destitute of the fear of God, as voluntarily to 
prostrate him or herself before a minister of the gospel, 
if he has his reason, he will say with holy indiguation, 
see thoudo it not: Jama man like thyself, stand up. 
What are we to think when men, who call themselves 
ministers of the gospel, after exciting their utmost skill 
to arouse the passions, declaring that the prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much, boldly command their 
bearers to prostrate themseives, and if they refuse, de- 
nounce a condemning sentence upon them?—Did an 
aposile, a teacher, an Elder or Pastor of a church in 
the apostolic age ever become guilty of such an awful 
error? Is there one word in the bible that gives the 
least countenance to this awful species of idolatry? It 
bears a greater resembljance to the practice of Simon 
the sorcerer,who bewitched ‘he people of Samaria, than 





delusions of bypocrites and fanatics. 


of truth, in every pation of the world, where a zeal 
without knowledge, takes the place of pure and unde- 
filed religion. | 


ofthis part of God’s earthly Zion. | am not con- 
scious, that I have not faithfully strove to promote the 
interests of “pure and undefiled religion,’ according 
to my best understanding.—It is the duty of a watch- 
man to give warning of danger. I am not conscious, 
that through fear, favor or affection, much less from 
personal interest, 1 have failed to declare what | have 
thought to be the ‘counsel of God.” It is not with- 
out grief and great searching of heart, that I feel 
bound, in duty to my God and Redeemer, to you and 
my own Couscience, to address you on a subject, which, 
would to God there was not a loud call, yes, an impe- 
rious necessity laid upon me to do: I mean, that ofa ra- 
tional being prostrating him or herself before a vain 
and fallible mortal, forhim to pray over, as though he 
had power to call down the spirit of God upon him and 
give him religion, 

Is not this holding men’s persons in admiration ? 
it not a gross piece of idolatry? Can reason justify 
this awful error? Is there one word in the gospel 
which can possibly be so interpreted as to make even 
the least shadow of an excuse for it? Did our Lord 
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and Master Jesus Christ ever call upon any to pros- 





it does to the practice of Christ and his apostles. I 


1 hhmbly believe, that for any one, when re- 
Who, and what are the characters of 


| passions, by awful representations, are deluded; aud 
their flights of imagination are called religiour expe- 
irience. Remember, my brethren, that impressions 
make upon the passions produce heat, while there is 
no light in the understanding. Impressions made upon 
| reason and experience give light to the understanding 
and produce a warmth of affection, always accompan- 
ied with meekness, humility and love. 

I feel constrained, my bretbren, by the fear of God, 
as your watchman, to warn you of the danger of this 
awitul error, so prevalent in this place. Be not guilty 
of it yourselves; give no countenance to it in others. 
How can sober christians be present at such sceves 
without expressing their disapprobation, yea their in- 
dignation. ‘Be not partakers of other men’s sins.” 

My brethren, | have now discharged my duty to 
God, to you, and my. own conscience. | am too near 
the grave to be governed by personal motives of private 
interest. 1 must soop give up my account to the great 
judge of all, and my conscience, | humbly believe, 
will witness the:-sincerity of my heart in making this 
address. ‘He that hath ears to bear, let bim hear.” 


N. Inquirer. 























